Math 260-FLO

Ordinary Differential Equations

Spring 2010
Time/Location:




Time:  8:30 – 9:30
MTR
Text:

Elementary Differential Equations and Boundary Value Problems 

Boyce and Di Prima,  9th edition  (John Wiley & Sons)
Instructor Contact Information:


John Vander Beek
e-mail: vanderbeek@gonzaga.edu  (not an instant messaging technology)
web site: 
" 
http://web02.gonzaga.edu/faculty/vanderbeek/



Office: 

By appointment
Prerequisite:
Math 259 (C- or higher).
Grading System:


During the course there will be four in-class examinations, each worth 100 points.  Homework/quizzes will contribute an additional 100 points toward the final grade.  Of this total, final grades will be based upon the following percentages:


A
88% - 100%


B
76% - 87%


C
64% - 75%


D
52% - 663%


F
0% - 51%

Pluses or minuses may be attached to these grades at the discretion of the instructor.

Course Content:

Chapter 1
Introduction
Chapter 2
First Order Equations
Chapter 3
Second Order Equations

Chapter 5
Series Solutions
Chapter 7
Systems

The sections of these chapters that will be covered can be determined by looking at the problems sheet.

Homework:


Assigned homework has the following three purposes: (1) To specify the material students will be responsible for, (2) To provide relevant examples for class discussions and, most importantly, (3) To provide material through which the student can enhance their knowledge of the subject.  The homework problems listed in this syllabus will be collected approximately one week after the associated material is covered in class.  Students are to keep all of their graded homework in a folder.  During the regular class period, time will be devoted to answering questions pertaining to the homework.  Mathematics can only be mastered through practice -- that means completing all homework assignments.  

Makeup Examinations:


In general, no makeup examinations will be given especially if you just feel you are not ready.  Most of us are never totally ready.  Also, if you must miss an exam due to an emergency, please let me know ahead of the exam time, easily done in the era of emails.  I am a little reluctant to accept excuses “after the fact”.
Attendance:


Six or more absences are sufficient cause for a lowering of the final grade by one letter or assignment of a V-grade.  Please come to class on time.

Calculators:

You might consider using a calculator at times when doing your homework but I suggest not becoming dependent on it since they will not be allowed for use during exams or quizzes.
Cell Phone/Pagers:


Please turn off your cell phones and pagers before class begins.

Academic Honesty:


It is expected that Academic Honesty as stated in the university student handbook should be honored at all times.  

Just a Thought: 

I would like to see you pass this course. You can learn this material, and I am happy to assist any student who genuinely needs help.  Yet you are the primary agent of your learning. I cannot learn the material for you.  Mathematics can be a lot of work, and sometimes it can become difficult enough that you will need help from other people. Let’s see what we can do.
